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Introducing VMA•CE Online, the continuing education 
program that lets you learn on your schedule, at your pace.

VMA•CE Online courses are provided by IVMA, so you’ll feel
confident the content is impartial and unbiased. And you pay only for
the courses you take. Find out more. Visit www.invma.org and demo a
course module for free. LEARN ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.
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Check out the newly updated and
improved IVMA web page at
www.invma.org. The web page was
launched on November 8, 2004, and
features new graphics, an updated
members-only section, information for
pet owners, on-line registration for the
upcoming annual meeting in January,

2005, and program information about
continuing education opportunities.
The web page also features on-line
continuing education opportunities for
IVMA members. This can be found in
the members-only section of the web
page. You can log onto the members-
only page by using your first and last

name (with no space in between and
the password of “ivma”. After you 
register, you can then establish your
own password. More information will
be added so be sure to check out the
web page frequently for important and
timely information for IVMA members.

NEW IVMA Web Page is Launched

VMA CE Online
Now Available for IVMA Members

Now you can obtain your continuing education credits
anytime, anywhere, any day, any place that you can find 
an Internet connection. The IVMA is pleased to introduce 
VMA CE Online for its members. They are an easy and 
convenient alternative to other conferences. Remember
though, only a maximum of 10 hours of the 40 hours
required can be obtained by self-study. Find out more about
this exciting new opportunity by going to www.invma.org.

The cost for IVMA members is $30 and $45 for non-
members. Each course will give you one credit of continuing
education. We have selected highly respected speakers to
launch VMA CE. Immediately available, you will find the
following course offerings: Dr. Sandy Amass (Purdue) on
biosecurity and sanitation, Dr. Kenneth Bartles (Oklahoma
State University) on laser surgery, Dr. Rebecca Kirby
(Animal Emergency Center, Glendale, WI) on emergency
medicine, Dr. Gail Kunkle (University of Florida) on 
dermatology, Dr. Kathy Mitchener (MedVet Memphis,
Cordova, TN) on oncology, Dr. Michael Pavletic (Angell
Memorial Hospital, Boston) on gastroenterology.

The courses are not in real time. They can be completed
in an hour or in a week or in a month. It is your choice. This
is just one more continuing education opportunity available
to IVMA members. The IVMA has been working hard on
this project for over two years. We hope you find it useful
and worthwhile!



I pulled into my
drive the other day
and saw not one but
seven squirrels in the
back yard under my
walnut trees picking
up nuts. This was a
first. I have often
seen one or two and
even three at a time
but never seven of
them at once working in close proximity of
each other. It was like watching a family
reunion or a committee at work. There
would be the occasional tiff and crossing of
close boundaries but then they settle back
into doing their job. I sat in my car a few
minutes to watch them because they were so
fat and healthy and seemed to be so intent
on what they were doing. As I watched them
pick through the leaves for the fallen walnuts
it occurred to me how veterinarians have 
similar characteristics to squirrels when the
practice workload begins to slow down and
winter is upon us. Those squirrels know they
have to prepare and save up food for the colder
barren time of the year if they are going to
survive and it comes instinctively to them. 

As veterinarians we’ve learned to prepare,
we just don’t always remember to do so. We
were taught in school or early on in life to be
prepared or organized, but it does take time
and energy. In our professional life, we have
learned by experience to stay prepared —
from our financial cycles at work to slow
times. We’ve been trained by government
that we have cut off dates for licenses, 
meetings, registrations, taxes and financials.
So the squirrels made me reflect upon what
needed to be done to prepare for the end of
this year and for the coming new year.

There were many things that occurred to
me that veterinarians should be doing to 
prepare for the slower times and the coming
year. Each of us should write down tasks that
need to be accomplished and goals we want
to attain in the coming months, even if it is
just a list of things to do; and we should keep
it where it can be seen to be a constant
reminder, similar to the walnuts laying on 
the ground for the squirrels.  

The IVMA is working hard to prepare as
well. A new 2004-2005 continuing education
folder was sent to every IVMA member last
month. This should serve as a reminder to all
of you to find your completed CE certificates
from 2004 and put them in the folder, 
evaluate what you still need to complete to
attain your required 40 hours by October 15,
2005, and make plans to fulfill those 
remaining hours with upcoming meetings.  

I attended a meeting of the Board of
Veterinary Medical Examiners and they do
audit about 10% of licensed veterinarians
every cycle. If you do not have your CE 
completed, even if you only need a few
hours, you will have to report to the Board
and face the consequences.   

Check out the new improved IVMA web-
site. Consider taking an on-line CE course to
earn additional hours you might need. These
are great new member benefits for IVMA
members as the IVMA continues to position
itself to be your main source of information
and education in Indiana. Check out other
links through the website as well for 
important and useful information.

Register for the annual IVMA meeting
coming up at the end of January. Get those
CE hours you need plus save by registering
early and by getting to use the expense as a
tax-write off for 2004. Plan to attend the
annual IVMA business meetings to hear the
state of the association and vote on the new
by-laws and policies and procedures manual,
then attend the banquet Saturday evening for
a wonderful program and the introduction of
the veterinarian of the year.

Check all your current permits, licenses,
and subscriptions for expirations dates,
including your driver’s license and DEA
license; renew those that need to be updated,
you don’t want to get caught with late or
penalty fees. Renew your professional 
memberships, including your IVMA and
AVMA memberships.

Start getting your monthly financials,
receipts, day sheets, payroll records and
other report data from 2004 gathered together
now for the end of the year. It gives you a
chance to start reviewing things and reminds
you to schedule your appointment with the
accountant early. Look at the year’s budget,
and evaluate how things are going. Work on
next year’s budget. Do you need to make any
large purchases? Consider making a capital
expenditure for this year if you haven’t made
one for 2004 to take advantage of the one
time write off.

As I got out of my vehicle to go into the
house those seven little squirrels raced off
into the trees with nuts in their mouths and 
I realized that I would never look at squirrels
quite the same way again without smiling
and thinking about veterinarians. 

Janet Savill-Sizelove, D.V.M.
IVMA President
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121st IVMA Annual Meeting Program 
for 2005

The IVMA Annual Meeting Planning Committee is pleased to announce the programming for the 121st Annual Meeting
which will be held from Friday, January 28–Sunday, January 30, 2005, at the Sheraton Hotel in Indianapolis. Also, the
“Thursday CE Program” will again be held on Thursday, January 27, 2005.

The Thursday CE Program is generously sponsored by Hill’s Pet Nutrition and will feature a panel discussion on Urology issues.
Speakers will be Dr. Jody Lulich, Dr. Steve Thompson and Dr. Michelle Harcha. A separate registration form will be included
in your registration packet for this meeting.

The program on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday will include the following:

Friday, January 28, 2005
Equine Dr. Martin Furr, sponsored by Bayer Animal Health
Practice Consolidation Issues Dr. Tom Kendall
Veterinary Technicians Various Speakers
Research Veterinary Technicians Various Speakers
Dermatology Dr. Andrew Hillier, sponsored by Merial
Otology and Wet Lab Dr. Louis Gotthelf, sponsored by MedRx
Urology Dr. Jody Lulich, sponsored by Hill’s Pet Nutrition

Saturday, January 29, 2005
Alternative Medicine Dr. Thomas VanCise
Behavior Dr. Rolan Tripp
Oncology Dr. Guillermo Couto, 1/2 day
Practice Management Dr. Gerald Snyder
Rigid Endoscopy and Wet Lab Dr. Jeff Mayo, sponsored by MedRx
Bovine Medicine Various Speakers
Small Animal GI Dr. Nolie Parnell

Sunday, January 30, 2005
Insurance/Malpractice Issues Dr. Janice Mogan, 1/2 day
Small Ruminant Medicine Dr. Dawn Frank
Swine Medicine Various Speakers
Radiology/Imaging Dr. William Blevins and Dr. Debra Baird
Heartworm Disease/Cardiology Dr. Matthew Miller, sponsored by The Heartworm Society
Feline Medicine Dr. Gary Norsworthy, sponsored by The Iams Co.
Staff Issues Mr. Michael Maudlin, sponsored by Midwest 

Veterinary Supply
Oncology Dr. Guillermo Couto, 1/2 day
Behavior Forum for the Public Dr. Rolan Tripp

Thanks also goes to Novartis Animal Health for sponsoring the President’s Dinner, to The Butler Company for sponsoring the
IVMA Membership Luncheon, and to the Columbus Serum Company and Merial for being a partnership sponsor. All of these
corporate sponsors help to provide a quality annual meeting!

Register on-line at www.invma.org
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DISTRIBUTORS, INC.

At Vetpo Distributors, the distribution of biologicals, pharma-

ceuticals, equipment and sundries to the veterinary profession

is more than just our business. We’re concerned and involved,

striving to do our utmost to insure the advancement and success

of the veterinary professionals we serve.

We pride ourselves on our quality of service, our personnel,

and our extensive in-house product inventory upon which our

customers rely. We understand that you cannot practice veter-

inary medicine with back-orders, and do our utmost to prevent

them by offering one of the highest fill rates in the industry.

We deliver our product through the United Parcel Service,

an organization we feel is the standard in the parcel delivery

business. “Our” trucks deliver to your door on most business

days, Monday through Friday, and we provide next-day delivery

whenever possible.

Tired of back-orders, poor service, and billing errors? There is

a better way. Give us a call—you’ll be glad you did.

At Vetpo, we’re not striving to be the largest—
our goal is to be the BEST!

184 West 64th Street, Holland, MI 49423

M I C H I G A N

800·632·4596

I N T E R S TAT E

800·253·7280
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The IVMA office receives many
calls with various questions from
IVMA members about different
issues that they face each day in
their practice…another member
service for belonging to the IVMA!
For the benefit of all, here is a 
sample question. Maybe this 
information will be of benefit to
you in your practice! (Check out
these questions and answers on the
members-only section of the IVMA
web page at www.invma.org.)

QUESTION: I think I may have
an abandoned dog in my clinic.
What does Indiana law say I should
do with this animal?

ANSWER: This is an all too 
frequently asked question in 

veterinary practices around Indiana.
Here is what the law in Indiana
says about abandoned animals:

“An animal placed in the custody
of a veterinarian shall be considered
to be abandoned five (5)days after
the veterinarian has given written
notice to the individual who 
delivered the animal to the 
veterinarian that the animal should
be reclaimed by the individual.
Such written notice shall be 
delivered to the place given by 
the individual as the individual’s
mailing address at the time the
individual delivered the animal to
the veterinarian. Abandonment of
an animal under this section 
constitutes the relinquishment of
all rights and claims by the owner
of the animal and it may be sold or

otherwise disposed of as the 
veterinarian may  see fit and the
purchaser or donee of the animal
shall receive full and clear title to
the animal. The giving of notice as
provided in this section relieves the
veterinarian and all persons who
receive such an animal from the
veterinarian of criminal or civil 
liability. The individual who 
delivered an animal abandoned
under this section is liable for all
reasonable and customary expenses
incurred for diagnosis, treatment,
hospitalization, surgery, board,
euthanasia, and disposal of the
abandoned animal.”

As always, consult with your
own legal counsel when questions
or issues may arise in your practice.

From the Question andAnswer Corner…
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Know Your 2005 Candidates For Office
Your candidates for officers of the Indiana Veterinary Medical Association are listed for your review. Ballots will be sent to

members the first of December. Be sure to vote and return your ballots to the IVMA Central Office. They will be opened and
counted at the IVMA Board of Directors Meeting on January 27, 2005.

PRESIDENT
DR. CARL E.

WATTERS, 
(PU ‘89) has
been a member
of the AVMA,
IVMA, and the
Michiana VMA
since gradua-
tion. He has
been co-chair of
the membership 

committee for four years, chairman 
of the critical care and emergency
committee for the past three years, 
and has been a board member of the
IVMA. He has been the president and
an officer of the Michiana VMA. He
has been on the board of the Elkhart
County Humane Society, and current-
ly is on the advisory board of the St.
Joseph County Humane Society. He
has also served as the president of the
morning Kiwanis in Elkhart, and
served on committees for Saint Mary’s
Church in Bristol.

Upon graduation, he worked at the
Conrad Animal Hospital (now known
as Noah’s Landing Pet Care Clinic) 
for nine years. During that time, he
helped a local couple gain national
recognition for raptor rehabilitation,
and acquired valuable knowledge 
in management, thanks to the efforts
of Dr. and Mrs. Conrad. He also
helped the clinic make the transition
to paperless record-keeping, utilizing
a popular veterinary software. In addi-
tion, he assisted with the redesign of
the hospital for renovation bringing
the clinic from a small, crowded,
older facility to a spacious, modern,
six exam room clinic. He presented
two papers to the AAV, the first on the
discovery of lung worms in emus, and
the second on left deformities in
emus. While employed at Conrad’s,
he developed an interest in and
enjoyment of emergency medicine,

having shared emergency duties for
the clinic.

In 1998, he joined the staff of the
Animal Emergency Clinic in South
Bend, IN as hospital director. Two
years later, he purchased the clinic
from the other twenty-one stockholders.
This clinic serves the veterinarians
and their clients in an area encom-
passing a fifty mile radius. Furthermore,
it provides referral services for 
ultrasonography and radiographic
interpretation.

Dr. Watters is married to Patti, 
and has three children, Michelle,
Ashley, and David. They have three
grandchildren. His hobbies include
golf, fishing, antique motorcycles, 
and camping.

PRESIDENT-ELECT
DR. JAMES L.
WEISMAN 
(PU ‘97) is a
small animal
practitioner. 
Dr. Weisman is
from Evansville
where he was
born and now
returned to 
practice veteri-

nary medicine. He completed his
undergraduate degree as well as his
DVM at Purdue.

While an undergrad at Purdue, he
was very active in many areas of student
organizations, including leadership
positions within his fraternity (Delta
Sigma Phi) as well as the Interfraternity
Council. He was active in the Pre-Vet
Club and was a co-chair for the Pre-
Vet Symposium held at Purdue in the
early 90’s. His student involvement
and leadership continued in Veterinary
School. Dr. Weisman was a Delegate
to the Student AVMA House for 2 years,
and then he was the Student AVMA
National Treasurer for 1 year. With

these responsibilities he gained a great
deal of experience with the workings
of organized veterinary medicine.

Dr. Weisman continues to be very
active in both professional and civic
organizations. He is currently a board
member for the IVMA as well as a
member of the Long Range Planning
Committee & Program Committee. 
He has served to organize both of the
Recent Grad Forums hosted by the
IVMA. He has been President or
Chairman of many organizations or
their Board of Directors. These include
the Southwest District IVMA, County
4-H Council, Vanderburgh County
Fair, and Vanderburgh County 4-H
Center. He is active with the local
Humane Society and local politics.
He continues to represent veterinary
medicine by talking in grade schools
and high schools. He also judges 
veterinary science at several area 
4-H Fairs and the Indiana State Fair.

Dr. Weisman is currently an associate
at the East Side Animal Hospital in
Evansville. His practice interests are
cardiac diagnostics and medicine as
well as reproductive medicine. He
feels that our profession provides an
excellent combination of medicine
and service to animals and people.

Dr. Weisman believes that involvement
within one’s professional society is a key
service to give back to the profession.

VICE PRESIDENT
DR.WILLIAM
SOMERVILLE
(PU ‘79)
Dr. Somerville
practices small
animal, equine,
and camelid
medicine in
Clinton. After
graduating from

veterinary school, Dr. Somerville
practiced small animal and equine

Dr. Carl Watters

Dr. Carl Watters
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medicine in Corydon, Indiana. He
also spent a year in Kirkwood,
Missouri practicing at St. Louis Equine
Hospital doing exclusively equine
medicine. Prior to setting up his own
practice in Clinton in 1982, he
worked in a small animal and equine
practice in Zionsville, Indiana. Bill
has a BA from Indiana University.

Dr. Somerville has been the secretary,
vice president, and president of the
7th District IVMA. He was the 7th
District’s representative on the IVMA
Board of Directors from 1995 until
2001, and was the board chairman 
in 1999. He has served on the IVMA
Peer Review committee since 1997,
and is presently the chairman of that
committee. He has been a member of
the AVMA and IVMA since veterinary
school. He has also been a member 
of the Indiana Association of Equine
Practitioners since graduation. Dr.
Somerville has been active in many
civic and service organizations in his
community. He is a member of the
Clinton Breakfast Optimist Club. 
He has served as the President of the
Parke-Vermillion Humane Society
and is the current president of the
Vermillion County Health Board. 
Bill has been actively involved in
fundraising efforts for the Boy Scouts
and local swim clubs.

Bill and his wife, Elaine, have a 
son, Brian, and a daughter, Jenny.
Brian, a graduate of the University of
Evansville, is a second year graduate
student at Florida Atlantic University
in Boca Rotan, Florida where he is
studying art. Jenny, a sophomore at
Villanova University in Philadelphia,
is a communications major and a
member of the Villanova swim team.

In his spare time Bill enjoys golfing,
running, bicycling, and reading.

AVMA ALTERNATE DELEGATE
DR. WILLIAM
HUMPHREY
(PU ‘65) 
Upon graduation,
he moved to
Kokomo,
Indiana, and
joined Kokomo
Animal Hospital
as a companion

animal practitioner joining two other
veterinarians. He has been a member
of the Kokomo Jaycees from 1967 to
1972. He was a charter member of
the Taylor Township Lions Club in
1967, served as president in 1972,
proceeding on to a 25 year member-
ship. He was instrumental in moving
and expanding the Taylor Baseball
Little League to new diamonds at the
high school and served as treasurer
for three years, then moved to Babe
Ruth League to serve as treasurer. He
served as president for the past 24
years. He purchased property and
built an 18 hole regulation golf course
in 1971 on 120 acres and developed
200 more acres in 1987 expanding
the golf course to 27 holes and 168
home sites. The completed development
has homes in the $250,000–$800,000
market value range. He and his wife
Kate, are the principal owners of
Chippendale Golf Course in Kokomo.
He became very active in the IVMA in
1997 and was elected Vice President
in 1998, President elect in 1999, and
President in 2000. He is currently on
the Long Range Planning Committee
and a member of the Indiana Animal
Health Foundation. He is an active
member of St. Patrick Catholic
Church and serves as a lector, hospi-
tality minister, and eucharistic minister,
and served on the Parish Pastoral
Council. He presently serves on the
Parish Finance Committee in the 
position of chairman for 10 years.
They just completed a $2 million 
funding for renovation projects this 

fall of which he was chairman of the
Finance Council. During the past 
40 plus years, he and his wife have
raised five children with 4 Purdue
graduates and a Northern Illinois
graduate. They also have 10 grand-
children. His veterinary practice has
relocated several years ago and the
present location has expanded two
times in an area to accommodate a 
4-plus person practice which continues
to grow yearly. In March 2001, he was
inducted into Gamma Sigma Delta,
the Honorary Society of Agriculture
for Outstanding Achievement. 

AVMA ALTERNATE DELEGATE
DR. JOHN T.
SCHNARR
(PU ‘70) 
Dr. Schnarr,
Indianapolis 
currently serves
as Program Co-
Chairman of the
IVMA Annual
Meeting, a 

position he has held for 15 years. His
involvement in organized veterinary
medicine at the local level includes
past president of District XI (CIVMA)
and Immediate Past President of the
IVMA. He served as an IVMA member
on the Purdue Admissions committee
for 4 years, and is a past president of the
Purdue Veterinary Alumni Association.

He has been attending AVMA
Leadership Meetings for 3 years, Nine
States Meetings for 4 years and has
attended the past two AVMA House
of Delegates Sessions.

Dr. Schnarr resides in Indianapolis
with his wife, Barbara, who has been
active in the IVMA Auxiliary for many
years. They have two sons and two
grandchildren.
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AWC WORDS
Top Animal Welfare Issues We Think 
You Should Know About

In the September Hoosier Veterinarian Dr.
Janet Sizelove, IVMA President, encouraged
our membership to educate ourselves about
animal welfare issues. But in a time when
we are inundated with information, it’s hard
to keep up with everything we need to know
in our personal and professional lives. The
IVMA Animal Welfare Committee (AWC)
thinks Dr. Sizelove’s advice is important
and would like to offer some assistance in
plowing through the “over” information
superhighway. We have put together a list
of what we think are some of the most
important current animal welfare issues for
your review. 

• Foie Gras Production—When the AVMA
House of Delegates (HOD) addressed this
issue earlier this year, many veterinarians
learned about foie gras for the first time.
This is a “delicacy” made from the livers
of ducks and geese that have been housed
in confinement and mechanically force-fed,
through an esophageal tube, to produce
fatty livers. There are large commercial
farms in California and New York that
produce this pate for the gourmet food
industry. On September 29, 2004, Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger signed SB 1520
into law, a bill that bans the force-feeding
of ducks and geese in the production of
foie gras. The bill also bans the sale of the
product when made from force fed birds,
both provisions taking effect in California
in the year 2012. The AVMA has passed
this issue on to the AVMA Animal Welfare
Committee for further study.

• Animal Hoarding—According to the
Hoarding of Animals Research Consortium,
at Tuft’s University, the following criteria
are used to define animal hoarding: more
than the typical number of companion
animals; inability to provide even minimal
standards of nutrition, sanitation, shelter,
and veterinary care, with this neglect often
resulting in starvation, illness, and death;
and denial of the inability to provide this
minimum care and the impact of that failure
on the animals, the household, and human
occupants of the dwelling. Though some
humane organizations refer to animal
hoarders as “collectors,” the term does
not accurately describe the behavior and
may undermine efforts to gain recognition
of animal hoarding as a serious public health
problem. According to the consortium,
hoarding denotes a pathological condition,
while collecting denotes a benign hobby.
Hoarding behavior is associated with a

number of psychiatric disorders, including
age-related dementia and cognitive
impairment, but it is most commonly
associated with Obsessive-Compulsive
Disorder (OCD). There is very little 
literature about treatment, and what exists 
suggests that hoarders may be particularly
resistant to both psychotherapy and 
commonly used medications.

• Premarin Production—Premarin is a drug
prescribed to women to prevent some of
the symptoms of menopause. It is produced
from pregnant mare urine (PMU). Horses
are maintained in confinement to collect
the urine, on farms in Canada and the
United States that are accused of not 
providing the horses exercise or adequate
water. Foals from Premarin production
mares are weaned at an early age and are
often sent to auctions or to feedlots for
eventual slaughter. The mares are also
auctioned for slaughter when they can no
longer be bred. While production of
Premarin is decreasing, thousands of horses
are still used for this purpose and end up
in horse auctions each year. There are
many equine rescue groups who try to
purchase these animals and place them
with new owners.

• Animal Fighting Contests—Dog fighting
continues to be a serious problem in Indiana.
It is so pervasive that Indianapolis Animal
Control has developed a campaign to fight
it. Central Indiana Canine Crime Stoppers
will allow citizens to anonymously report
suspected dog fighting activity, offering a
cash reward of up to $1000 for information
that leads to a felony arrest utilizing the
Central Indiana Crime Stopper hotline,
317-262-TIPS. In 2002, the Indiana State
legislature made promoting an animal
fighting contest a Class D Felony. The
maximum penalty for a Class D felony is
3 years imprisonment and a $10,000 fine;
the minimum penalty is 6 months impris-
onment and no fine. 

• Horse Transport and Slaughter—Thousands
of horses, including many from Indiana,
are slaughtered each year in the U.S. for
meat that is exported to Europe and Asia.
These horses are transported in trucks
designed for cattle and are often injured
during transport. Efforts to enact an
Indiana law prohibiting transport of horses
in double-decker trucks failed to pass.
Federal law prohibiting such transport for
slaughter horses goes into effect in 2007. 

Illinois and Texas are the only states
with horse processing plants in the U.S.,
but Texas horse slaughter is under pressure
since late 2002 when the Texas attorney
general took the position that a 1949
Texas law is valid. This law, part of the

Texas Agricultural Code, made the sale,
possession, or transfer of horsemeat for
human consumption illegal. The law was
brought to the attorney general’s attention
by animal rights activists who unearthed
it, in an effort to prevent such slaughter.
Federal legislation, the American Horse
Slaughter Prevention Act (HR 857/S 2352),
to prohibit the slaughter of horses for human
consumption didn’t make it to the floor
for a vote but will probably be re-introduced
next year. This Act is not supported by the
AVMA because it does not address many
concerns, including animal welfare, for
the over 68,000 horses a year that would
be saved from slaughter.

• Induced Molting—For many years the
Association of Veterinarians for Animal
Rights (AVAR) has petitioned the AVMA to
revise their stand on forced molting in lay-
ing chickens, a management practice
designed to bring hens back into produc-
tion through removal of food and water.
This year the AVMA House of Delegates
amended the Association’s Animal
Welfare Position Statement concerning
induced molting of laying hens. According
to the revised statement, neither water nor
food should be withdrawn from hens to
initiate a biological event meant to
increase the birds’ egg production.

• Animals in Research—Animals used in
research, to explore new therapies for
people and animals, continue to be a target
of animal rights organizations. Their use,
however, ensures the safety and efficacy of
the drugs we prescribe as veterinarians and
the drugs we take for our own health.
Without animals in research we would
not have health care, food to eat, or 
veterinary drugs. Extensive laws exist, 
that are rigorously enforced, to ensure 
the welfare of research animals. 

• Pregnant Sow Housing—A common 
management practice on swine farms is 
to house pregnant sows in gestation crates.
Proponents say that this allows for 
economically efficient pork production,
requiring less labor and feed than other
housing arrangements. Opponents argue
that animals suffer physical and psycho-
logical harm. This year’s AVMA Animal
Welfare Forum, held on November 5,
explored the science and ethics behind
how pregnant pigs are housed and discussed
related animal welfare concerns. Check
www.AVMA.org or JAVMA for more
information.

• Ownership vs Guardianship—Many cities
have, in recent years, amended their
municipal ordinances to change the words
“animal owner” to “animal guardian.”

Continued on page 13
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Indiana Senior Veterinarians—Annual Meeting

Dr. Harry Magrane
addresses the Senior
Veterinarians meeting 
on August 22, 2004

Sunday, August 22, 2004 was a
beautiful sunny, warm, not hot,
Indiana summer day. It was a day that
over eighty veterinarians, wives, and
friends gathered at the Jonathan Byrd
Cafeteria to renew long time friendships
and honor one of their fellow veterinari-
ans. The announcement that they had
received announced that the program
they would be attending was entitled
“Lauding Larry”, they responded to
this announcement by driving to
Greenwood, Indiana to honor a 
veterinarian, a legislator and an author
named Larry Borst. Early arrivals Geri
and Max Joseph and Lowell and Mary
Helen Barnes were on the scene
before the rest of us arrived. We did
not have any of the full time or part
time Florida residents in attendance,
but Tom Connor made it from Ohio.

As newcomers arrived they usually
found a friendly face or faces nearby,
and stopped to talk. This continued
until it was time to conduct the more
formal part of the program. It took a
while to disrupt the socializing to have
a brief “business” meeting. Dr. Janet
Savill-Sizelove, IVMA President, sent a
report on activity of the Association.
She had attended the AVMA Convention
in Philadelphia, and was impressed
with the ideas brought forth by the more
than 200 veterinarians and executive
directors. Indiana received the Project
of the Year Award for “Public
Relations for the Veterinarian” that 

was produced by the Public Relations
Committee in 2003. Her aim as
President is to improve the written
descriptions and objective of all the
IVMA committees. This will involve a
revision and updating of the IVMA
Standard Operating Procedures, which
will be submitted to the board of directors
in the fall. Some of the boundaries of
the districts may be changed, and 
revision of the constitution and by-laws
may be made to conform more close
to those of the AVMA. Dr. John Schnarr
of Indianapolis, a member of the senior
veterinarians will be running for the office
of Alternate Delegate to the IVMA. The
Long-Range Planning Committee is
investigating the possible purchase of
a building for the IVMA office. The
program for the Annual Meeting will
be sent out in October. The featured
speaker will be an author and minister
from Kentucky, who has a down to earth
view of life with humorous stories. He
has lectured and entertained at many
venues. There were many other areas
that Janet’s Report covered, that
should improve the operations of the
IVMA and benefit both the profession
and the public. 

Dr. Bret Marsh reported on some of
the AVMA activity regarding animal
welfare. He announced that he will be
running for the office of Treasurer.
Hopefully, this will mean that AVMA
will have another Hoosier as its 
president in the not too distant future.

Dr. Paul Dieterlen discussed some
of the concerns of animal health in
Indiana. Scrapie in hogs, sheep and
the deer population are a continuing
threat that is being monitored. Foreign
animal disease will continue to be a
concern that will be controlled by
proper and continuous meat inspection.
The department is better prepared 
to prevent and control unexplained
incidents that may be accidental or 
the result of planned foreign enemy
citizens. National Animal Identification
Programs will make it possible to 
efficiently trace the source of 
animal outbreaks.

Dr. Arthur Freeman, of the American
Association of Retired Veterinarians
reported that he awarded one of the
prizes for the essay contest that they
had instituted. The subject was: Where
Will I be, and What Will I be Doing in
the Year 2020? He delivered one of the
awards of $500 to a Purdue Veterinary
Student. He observed that the individuals
he saw were all young and extremely
intelligent, and that fifty-seven of the
sixty-nine in the senior class are
females. He did notice that there were
no misspelled works in the essays, which
he attributed to Spell-Check. This is
quite a change from the time that most
of us graduated. I know there were
only two women at Kansas State in the
four years that I was in school there. 

The final portion of the business 
portion of the meeting was the 
decision of the group to plan to 
return to the Johnathan Byrd Cafeteria,
if at all possible, for our meeting in
August 2005.

Submitted by Dr. Peter Johnson, Jr.
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Dues Notices are 
on Your Desks!

If you have not already done
so, please be sure to return your
2005 Dues Statement to the
IVMA Central Office for 
processing. The IVMA accepts
Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and
American Express for payment
of your dues. By returning your
dues in a timely fashion, the
IVMA saves administrative staff
time, postage, and printing
resources. After your dues has
been paid, you will receive
your updated membership card
and a 2005 decal.

Also, be sure to include the
$15 dues for the IVMA Auxiliary
for your spouse. This is an
important IVMA organization
that assists with scholarships
and other activities for veterinary
medicine in Indiana.

Are You Eligible for Life Membership?
Please note the following:

“Life membership may be granted to:
(a) A member who has maintained membership for 40 years. Up to 15 years may

be granted for membership in associations of other States provided that the
most recent 25 years was in the Indiana Association.

(b) A member who has completed 35 years as a member of the association and has
retired. Up to 10 years credit may be granted for membership in associations
of other States, provided that the most recent 25 years was in the Indiana
Association.

(c) A member who has reached 65 years of age, has retired, and has been a
member of the association continuously since graduation from veterinary 
college. Credit may be granted for membership in associations of other States,
provided that the most recent 1/2 of the period of membership was in the
Indiana Association.

(d) A member who has retired due to “disability.”

Life memberships will be presented at the IVMA Membership Luncheon during
the 121st Annual Meeting on January 29, 2005. If you think you may qualify, please
send a written request to the IVMA by December 31, 2004.

Apply to Attend the AVMA Leadership Conference in January 2005

Each year, the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) sponsors a 
Veterinary Leadership Conference for association leaders from around the country 
to attend. This session is held in downtown Chicago, January 14-16, 2005. The 
AVMA Leadership Conference is held annually to enhance leadership, governance,
and public relations skills of state and allied organization leaders, executive 
directors, and recent graduates. This meeting provides an opportunity for new 
graduates to receive a unique educational experience. This is ideal for younger 
veterinarians to learn how to become more active in the association.

The Indiana Animal Health Foundation, thanks to a generous donation, has 
established the Borst Leadership Endowment to provide funds for a recent graduate
(less than seven years out of veterinary school) to attend this session at no charge. 

This would include complimentary registration, meals and sessions, hotel and 
travel reimbursement.

Requirements to apply:
1. Submit a written request to the IAHF by December 13, 2004, stating your interest

in attending the Leadership Conference, including one paragraph explaining
why you would like to attend and state your leadership involvement in your
practice, community or organized veterinary medicine. 

2. Be able to attend the IVMA Membership Luncheon on Saturday, January 29, 2005,
to receive recognition from Senator Borst, the founder of this endowment.

3. Be a recent graduate from veterinary school (less than seven years) and live and
work in Indiana.

Please forward your information to:
Borst Leadership Endowment
c/o Indiana Animal Health Foundation
309 W. Washington St. Suite 202
Indianapolis, IN 46204 or fax to 317/974-0985

NAMES IN THE NEWS

Dr. Justin B. Janssen (KSU ‘72) 
was recently elected 

to the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners Board 

of Directors and will serve
through 2006.
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Most recently, St. Louis, Missouri made
the term “guardian” interchangeable with
the term “owner.” Unlike property law,
guardians do not actually own the property
under guardianship. This can have significant
legal implications to the veterinary community.
The AVMA Animal Welfare Position on
Terminology Describing the Relationship
Between Animals and Their Owners states
“the AVMA recognizes the role of responsible
owners in providing for their animals’ care.
Any change in terminology describing the
relationship between animals and owners
does not strengthen this relationship and
may, in fact, diminish it. Such changes in
terminology may decrease the ability of
veterinarians to provide services and,
ultimately, result in animal suffering.”

• Feral Cats—“Trap, Neuter and Return”
programs for feral cats (where cats are
trapped, neutered, vaccinated and
released) remain controversial. Wildlife
advocates are against such programs in 
or near conservation areas, such as state
parks and national forests, as cats may
prey on rare bird species that they are trying
to preserve.  Such was the problem in
Florida as they were working on feral cats

near a wildlife area and rare birds were
disappearing, supposedly being hunted by
the feral cats. But feral cat advocates are
strongly opposed to “Trap and Euthanize”
programs as a solution. There are almost
700 managed feral cat colonies presently
in central Indiana alone, emphasizing the
scope of this issue. 

• Ear Cropping, Tail Docking and
Declawing—In 2003, the American Animal
Hospital Association announced that it
had revised its position on ear cropping
and tail docking of pets and now opposes
these surgical procedures when performed
for cosmetic reasons alone. Efforts to get
the AVMA to strengthen its Animal Welfare
Position statement, which allows these
practices, have failed. 

Declawing, a surgery routinely performed
to prevent cats from clawing furniture and
scratching owners, has been banned in
West Hollywood, California and the city
of San Francisco approved a resolution
strongly urging veterinarians to discontinue
the practice.

A related concern in food animals is the
docking of dairy cows’ tails. The practice
originated in New Zealand, primarily for

cows milked in rotary and parallel parlors
to prevent disease transmission to workers,
improve animal hygiene, and enhance
ease of milking from the rear. Research
has shown no benefit in animal cleanliness
or reduced culling for mastitis from tail
docking. There is evidence that small
calves experience pain from the procedure
and that animals with docked tails have
more problems with flies.

As you can see, animal welfare issues affect
a wide variety of species, from pets to horses
to production farm animals. We’ve touched
briefly on just a few of the most contemporary
ones. We’re not trying to tell you what to
think about any of these issues; just to think
about them, educate yourselves, and make
an informed position decision. Veterinarians
are often called upon, as experts, to respond
to public concerns about animal welfare. We
encourage you to be prepared. If you would
like more information on any of these topics,
please contact the Animal Welfare Committee
through the IVMA Office.

Submitted by the IVMA Animal Welfare Committee

Continued on page 13
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Classified Ads
To submit a classified ad to be included
in the Hoosier Veterinarian, please fax, 
E-mail, or mail your ad to the IVMA office
by the deadline date to be included in
the next issue of the newsletter. Ads are
$45 each, no word limit. A bill will be sent
to you after the ad is run.

Deadline dates for submission of
classified ads are:

ISSUE DEADLINE
January December 15
March February 15
May April 15
July June 15
September August 15
November October 15

Ads will run only for one month and must
be renewed in writing or by phone. The
IVMA does not endorse any of these
classified ads.

ER VETERINARIAN NEEDED
The Animal Emergency Clinic is a critical
care, after hours clinic that handles the
emergency calls for most of the veterinar-
ians within a forty mile radius (small 
animal only). We are located in South
Bend, IN, which is within 2 hours of
Chicago, in a nice community with four
colleges. Diagnostic equipment includes
ultrasound with Doppler, x-ray machine
and automatic processor, Vet-Test lab
with QBC, EKG, pulse oximeter, and
blood pressure monitor. We have 
isoflurane anesthesia, fluid pumps, 
isolation facilities, and an AVS computer
system. ER DVMs are responsible for
handling incoming patients, as well as
directing multiple technicians and 
support personnel. Experienced DVMs
will work as a solo practitioner with full
time consisting of three shifts per week.
Salary will include commission-based
compensation at 28% of gross production
with a guaranteed base salary of $50,000.
Current expectations would suggest 
compensation to be between $60–70,000
per year. New graduates will have a 
training period where they shadow another
DVM for the first three months and will
have an on call mentor for next three
months. They will be considered full time
with four shifts per week during the first
three month period and three shifts per
week thereafter. Salary will be $50,000
per year for the first year. Benefit package
has a total value of $5,000 for the first
year, divided according to your needs.
We are open from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. Mon
through Thurs. and from 6 p.m. Fri,
through 8 a.m. Mon. Contact Dr. Carl E.
Watters, 17903 State Rd. 23, South Bend,
IN 46635, (574) 272-9611 (work), 
(574) 848-1269 (home) 
(574) 273-8456 (fax), or e-mail at 
carlrepvet@aol.com.

SEEKING ASSOCIATE VETERINARIAN
Full or Part Time Associate Veterinarian
needed. Line Street Veterinary Hospital is
located in Columbia City, 20 miles west of
Fort Wayne in northeastern Indiana. We
are an AAHA accredited hospital dealing
exclusively with small animal services.
Completed in March of 2000, our state-of-
the-art 4,500 square foot hospital boasts 
a spacious work environment along with
some of the latest technological equipment.
With a well trained staff consisting of one
DVM, three RVT’s and several experienced
assistants and receptionists, we are able
to efficiently serve our rapidly growing
clientele. Our practice offers a competitive
salary as well as an excellent benefits
package including paid health and 
liability insurance, professional dues,
vacation and sick leave, and all necessary
continuing education expenses. Please
contact Dr. Michael Mawhorter or Vicki
Western, RVT if you would be interested
in joining our team at: Line Street
Veterinary Hospital, 520 North Line Street,
Columbia City, IN 46725, (260) 244-5626,
Fax (260) 244-5845, mike@linestreetvet.com

ASSOCIATE WANTED
Full-time or part-time, AAHA accredited
Suburban Fort Wayne practice. small 
animal exclusive with color digital ultra-
sound and CO2 Laser. Are you looking
for a Christian working environment with
no emergency call and no Saturday office
hours? Contact Dr. Dan Rodgers at
Aboite Animal Hospital, 7711 Illinois
Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46804, Phone 
(260) 432-9581. Salary commensurate
with experience.

ASSOCIATE NEEDED for a modern AAHA 
certified clinic in Defiance, a micro-politan
historic city located on the banks of the
Maumee and Auglaize rivers in Northwest
Ohio. We are completely computerized
and fully equipped including ultra sound
and Laser. Our emphasis is on diagnostics
and case support which provides a great
learning environment for recent graduates.
Interest in exotics helpful. Future potential
ownership. Salary $50,000 to $60,000 plus
full benefits with flexible working schedule.
Relocation expenses will be paid. Please
send resume to Jean, Office Manager.
Telephone (419) 782-7595, Fax (419) 782-
1715, E-mail dvc@defnet.com

Indiana Animal
Health Foundation

Trip Update
Join the Indiana Animal

Health Foundation on its next
adventure—a 10 day cruise to
the Caribbean and the Panama
Canal! The cruise is set for
March 18-28, 2005, on Royal
Caribbean International Cruise
Lines, the “Brilliance of the Seas”.

Ports of call include:
Georgetown, Grand Cayman;
Oranjestad, Aruba; Panama
Canal Cruising; Puerto Limon,
Costa Rica; and three wonderful
days at sea. The price includes
round trip air from Indianapolis
to Miami, 10 night/11 day cruise
in cabin category selected, all
meals and entertainment on
board ship, round trip transfer
from airport to pier, all taxes
and service charges on included
features, and continuing 
education credits!

Cabin prices are:
Inside Cabin—

$2079

Outside Cabin—
$2279

Balcony Cabin—
$2439

Space is limited and on a first
come, first served, basis. For 
information or to reserve your
spot on this trip, call Evie Shaw
at Edgerton’s Travel at 
800/643-4604.

Don’t miss the best
kept secret—
IVMA tours!!
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CIRCLE CITY VETERINARY SERVICES
8974 Riverbend Court
Indianapolis, IN 46250
(317) 502-0351

DR. KIMBERLY A. CLINE, PU ’89
618 E. Arch Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202
Phone 317/964-0065
Small Animal
Licensed: Indiana

DR. SCOTT EMCH, PU ’89
10654 Pine Bluff Dr.
Fishers, IN 46038
Phone: 317/913-9359
Small Animal

DR. LANI L. GILLIAM, PU ’83
260 W. Pine St., Apt. #1
Zionsville, IN 46077
Phone: 317/873-9194
Small Animal, Licensed: Indiana

DR. SHANNON KILEY, PU ’91
8335 N. Central Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46240
Phone: 317/479-1656
Small Animal, Licensed: Indiana

DR. MARY D. KRAESZIG, IL ’93
541 Quail Valley Dr.
Zionsville, IN 46077-9573
Phone: 317/733-3301 Home
Small Animal
Licensed: IN

DR. MARY A. MICHALAK, PU ’89
51638 Bowood Ct.
Granger, IN 46530
Phone: 219/277-8370
Small Animal/Avian

DR. HAROLD M. OKONE
Box 540 Ogden Dunes
Portage, IN 46368
Phone: 219/763-1702
Small Animal
Licensed: IN

DR. WESLEY ROBINSON
6034 Jonesville Road
Columbus, IN 47201
Phone: 812/342-2517
jrobin@hsonline.net
Small Animal
Licensed: IN, IL, WI

DEBORAH K. SAYRE, MSU ’95
214

1
⁄2 Franklin St.

Middletown, OH 45042
Phone: (513) 422-4126

(513) 460-6131 Cell
sayredk@msn.com

DR. CAROLYN VANDEWIELE, PU ’87
732 Whitethorn Place
Bloomington, IN 47403
Phone: 812/339-4283
Small Animal
Licensed: IN & MI

KIM CLARK, BS,R.V.T.
227 Holiday Lane
Greentown, IN 46936
Phone: 765/454-8757
Relief Technologist
Licensed: IN

DR. JANELLE RENSCHLER, PU ‘01
5449 Kelvington Lane
Indianapolis, IN 46254
Phone: (317) 299-1095
Small Animal; licensed in IN
Jrenschler2@yahoo.com

DR. SARAH THOMPSON TIEMAN, 
PU ‘91
881 Meadow Court
Mooresville, IN 46158
Phone: (317) 834-4977
Small Animal; licensed in IN

DR. TIMOTHY THUNELL
656 N. Combs Road
Greenwood, IN 46143
Phone: 317/859-7617
Fax: 317/859-7617
Small Animal
Licensed: IN, MI, OH

RUTH E. SCHMIDTCHEN, MS, DVM,
PU ‘97
6109 Graymoor Lane
Fort Wayne, IN 46835
Phone: 260/485-6542
Small Animal
Licensed: IN

DR.HERMAN VICTOR FELGER, PU ‘78
Phone: 765/348-8531
Small Animal and Equine
Licensed: IN

DR. ED BARNETT, PU ‘98
3865 E. Dora Rd.
Bloomington, IN 47408
812/961-0077
Small Animal/Equine
Within 75 mile radius of Bloomington
Licensed: Indiana, Kentucky, Virginia

DR. JEAN DELONG, OSU ’96
524 Timbrook Circle
Beech Grove, IN 46107
Phone: 317/626-4737
delong49@comcast.net
Small Animal
Licensed: IN, OH

Available for Relief Practice

Welcome to New and 
Returning IVMA Members!
Dr. Sheila Dick, Fort Wayne

Dr. Brian E. Thompson, Schereville

Dr. David Couch, Indianapolis

Dr. Andrew Jefcoat, Indianapolis

Dr. Thomas Boyt, Kouts

Dr. Wallace B. Morrison, Otterbein

Dr. Aric Remen, Indianapolis

Dr. Echo Hansen, West Lafayette

Dr. Amy Totten, Fort Wayne

Thanks to all for making the IVMA
an even stronger association!

In Memoriam
�

Dr. Charles Lindborg, OSU ‘45
Monticello, IN

IVMA Past President
died September 1, 2004

Dr. Timothy J. Martin, PU
Evansville, IN

died September 24, 2004

Dr. Norman Holm, Texas A&M ‘41
LaPorte, IN

died September 27, 2004

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

When administering three (3) 
year rabies vaccinations to a 
dog or cat that has NEVER 
received a rabies vaccination 
previously (either an animal 
less than one year or an adult 
who has bever been vaccinated),
PLEASE NOTE: A booster 
vaccination is required ONE (1)
year later before the vaccine is 
considered protective for three (3)
years, according to the 
manufacuter’s label approved 
by the FDA.
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Auxiliary News
I hope many of you were able to enjoy

the Fall Conference at Purdue. We certainly
had a wonderful time visiting with friends
and former classmates, some of whom we
hadn’t seen in 25 years.

The Auxiliary board met on Thursday
afternoon with all the officers and some
committee chairmen in attendance. Some
of the items discussed included the 2005

budget, 2005 slate of officers, life memberships, officer
reports, and events for the state meeting. Barb Schnarr gave
her report on Market Place of States and Maryhelen Barnes
gave us an update on proposed legislation. I would like to
thank all of these dedicated individuals for their hard work
and support this past year.

In October the Auxiliary presented the 4-H Veterinary
Science award to Charis Hutchinson. Charis is from Terre
Haute, Indiana and is a sophomore at St. Mary’s of the
Woods College. She is a 10-year 4-H member and plans to
pursue a career in Veterinarian and Equine Stable Management.

The Annual Auxiliary Meeting and Brunch will be on
January 29, 2005 at 9:30 AM in the Sheraton. Please give
your spouses a gentle reminder to pay your auxiliary dues
and registration fee when registering for the convention.

Please indicate whether or not you will be attending the brunch.
Brunch co-chairmen Suzy Jones and Shirley Lueking will be
helping us celebrate our 60th anniversary. Our program will be
presented by the Indianapolis Museum of Art.

Marilyn Marr, from the Illinois Auxiliary, will once again
be joining us and installing our officers for the coming year. 
I hope many of you will try to attend. If you have any pictures
from past auxiliary events or meetings, please bring them to
share with everyone.

It is hard to believe that my term as president will soon be
over. I have enjoyed working with all of you this past year
and cherish the new friendships that I’ve made. I feel the 
auxiliary is a wonderful organization with many worthwhile
projects. I encourage all spouses interested in promoting 
the veterinary profession to consider becoming a part of 
the auxiliary.

I want to wish all of you a very happy holiday season filled
with good times with family and friends. See you in January.

Elaine Somerville, President
Esomer2@aol.com

Elaine Somerville


